
 

 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

City Council Workshop 

Minutes 

March 7, 2022 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor McDaniel at 5:30 PM 

LOCATION:  Admin Conference Room, City Hall, 1827 N. Squirrel Rd, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Present: Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Carrier, Hawkins, Knight, and Marzolf 

     Absent: Council Members Kittle and Verbeke 

Also Present: City Manager Tanghe, Assistant City Manager Skopek, City Clerk Pierce, 
Finance Director Schulz, DPW Director Baldante, City Engineer Juidici, Management 
Assistant Hagge 

 

   0 Guests 

 

The topic of the workshop was “American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds”. 

 

Mr. Tanghe explained that the City will receive almost $2.6 million in ARPA funds.  The first half of the funds were 
received in September, 2021 and it is anticipated that the second half will be received by July, 2022. 

 

Mr. Hagge explained that ARPA is a coronavirus rescue package designed to facilitate the United States’ recovery 
from the economic and health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.  To help replace lost tax revenue, a formula was 
used by the federal government to determine the amount each municipality would receive.  Funds must be obligated 
by December 31, 2024 and spent by December 31, 2026.  He noted that the funds cannot be used for deposits into 
the pension fund and cannot be used for debt service, replenishing rainy day funds/financial services or for a 
settlement or judgement. 

 

Mr. Hagge explained that the categories of eligible expenditures include Public Sector Revenue; Public Health & 
Economic Response; Premium Pay for Essential Workers; and Water, Sewer & Broadband Infrastructure.  He 
presented the five projects recommended by staff: 

• $100,000 to increase the amenities of the Public Square (2022) 
• $80,000 to Neighborhood House for services to our residents who qualify by income guidelines.  This may 

include food pantry assistance, shelter/rent assistance (to avoid eviction), clothing, career counseling, etc. 
(2022) 

• $200,000 for dredging pond on municipal campus near ballfield – matched with $300,000 from TIFA (2024) 
• $200,000 for cybersecurity and information technology upgrades (2022/23) 
• $2,000,000 contribution to parking deck extension (2024) 

 

Other project ideas were suggested such as a riverwalk pathway or land purchase, however discussion focused on 
the recommended projects.  Discussion was also held on the feasibility of completing the projects by the proposed 
deadlines and the reporting requirements.  It was noted that the funds need to be obligated before the City starts 
spending any funds. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM. 

 

 

Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


